
 

 
 

 

KEVIN HARVICK 
Riding Momentum into Las Vegas 400 

 
KANNAPOLIS, North Carolina (Feb. 19, 2020) – Kevin Harvick is off to his best start since 2016 as he finished a respectable fifth in 
the season-opening Daytona 500. It’s his best finish in the Great American Race at Daytona (Fla.) International Speedway since he 
came home fourth in 2016.  
 
Now, the rest of the season begins and it starts with the three-race West Coast Swing at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Auto Club 
Speedway in Fontana, California, and Phoenix International Raceway.  
 
First up for Kevin Harvick and the No. 4 Busch Light Ford Mustang is the Las Vegas 400. It’s a place where Harvick has had a lot of 
success, as he has scored wins in 2015 and spring 2018 and a Busch pole last spring at the 1.5 mile oval.  
 
In 2015, he started 18th, led five times for a total of 142 laps and beat runner-up Martin Truex Jr. by 1.640 seconds. In the spring 2018 
race, he started second and dominated by leading 214 of 267 laps en route to beating runner-up Kyle Busch by 2.906 seconds.  
 
Harvick has six top-five finishes and nine top-10s at Las Vegas. The 44-year-old driver has led 587 laps, has an average starting 
position of 16.4, an average finish of 14.2, and has completed 93.6 percent – 5,274 of 5,633 – of the laps he’s contested there.  
 
He also has two 2004 and 2010 NASCAR Xfinity Series wins at Las Vegas and started three Truck Series races there in the late 
1990s.  
 
So experience is not a problem for Harvick at the desert track. He will make his 684th career Cup Series start and is looking for the 50th 
win of his career, which would put him in a tie with the late Junior Johnson on the all-time NASCAR win list.  
 
A win would also extend his streak of winning at least one race in a season, which dates back to 2010 
 
KEVIN HARVICK, Driver of the No. 4 Busch Light Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing:  
 
Is the West Coast Swing the barometer to see where everybody stacks up, or does it extend beyond that because we do Atlanta, 
Homestead and then Texas after that? 

“Yeah, it’s tough to know. I mean, you know what you need to work on after you get done with the West Coast Swing, for the most 
part. But it’s tough to adapt to what you need to do because of the fact that your cars are already built. Because of the fact that the 
logistics of everything that happens is so difficult for the teams, it’s really hard to make any adjustments. So you’ve kind of got what 
you’ve got, going through the West Coast Swing. You might be able to make some adjustments for Atlanta and Homestead but, really, 
you’re going to need that Easter break in order to get your stuff together and make the changes. And even then, it’s going to be hard to 
put things into play because everything is done so far in advance. I think, as you look at it, it just depends on where you are and how 
hard you need to push things in order to make a change.” 

Describe the moment you knew you’d made it in NASCAR. Perhaps the moment where you’re like, “I can make a living at 
this.” 

“You know, I think you’re pretty naïve to that up until you actually make a living at it, because making a living at it is a little bit 
different than probably what you think it is before you start having a family and being married and trying to figure out, you know, 
what a savings account is. You’re so used to spending every dollar that you had in order to buy a faster racecar or get yourself in a 
different position or do something that you hadn’t done before. Until you actually start learning that you have to live life, you’re pretty 
naïve to know what you need to actually make it and have a real job. For me, I left home when I was 19 years old to go get a job 
working on the Wayne and Connie Spears truck hoping to get a chance to drive one of their cars or their truck. And that worked out. 
And then you take the next step and drove the 98 truck and then it was to Richard Childress Racing. And I think once I got to 
Richard’s and actually made it through the first year of the Busch Series and we’re able to win a few races. And then we signed that 
Cup sponsor with America Online and had some things lined out to run the next four years on the Cup side. That’s really when I 
thought, this might actually work out. Before that, it was really just the dream, something that you thought you wanted to do but didn’t 
really realize what it took to live life at that point.” 

-more- 
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KEVIN HARVICK, Driver of the No. 4 Busch Light Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing (continued):  
 
Who was the one person who helped get you where you are today? Perhaps the person who’s most behind your success? 

“There might be one person who’s involved in each segment of the progression of your career, but there’s just way too many. I went 
through every step of the progression that you could. That was designed from go-karts all the way up through Late Models, through all 
the regional touring series. And I would say it was a different person at every segment as you went to move up. So it would be hard to 
narrow it to one person.” 

 
Kevin Harvick Las Vegas Performance Profile: 

Year Event Start Finish Status/Laps Laps Led Earnings 

2019 South Pointe 400 3 2 Running, 267/267 47 N/A 

 Las Vegas 400 1 4 Running, 267/267 88 N/A 

2018 Las Vegas 400 2 1 Running, 267/267 181 N/A 

 ×South Pointe 400 5 39 Accident, 147/272 14 N/A 

2017 Kobalt 400 19 38 Running, 68/267 0 N/A 

2016 Kobalt 400 6 7 Running, 267/267 1 N/A 

2015 Kobalt 400 18 1 Running, 267/267 142 $431,815 

2014 Kobalt 400 16 41 Running, 237/267 23 $114,623 

2013 †Kobalt Tools 400 8 9 Running, 267/267 0 $160,576 

2012 Kobalt Tools 400 3 11 Running, 267/267 4 $153,641 

2011 Kobalt Tools 400 26 17 Running, 267/267 0 $143,561 

2010 Shelby American 34 2 Running, 267/267 2 $287,826 

2009 Shelby 427 9 12 Running, 285/285 9 $143,728 

2008 UAW-Dodge 400 17 4 Running, 267/267 0 $200,636 

2007 UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 20 27 Running, 265/267 0 $131,286 

2006 ×UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 29 11 Running, 270/270 0 $138,136 

2005 UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 42 5 Running, 267/267 0 $179,486 

2004 UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 16 21 Running, 266/267 43 $112,328 

2003 UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 22 13 Running, 266/267 0 $116,553 

2002 UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 28 25 Running, 267/267 0 $101,853 

2001 UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 20 8 Running, 267/267 0 $122,927 
* Race cut short due to weather. × Race length extended due to green-white-checkered finish. † Qualifying canceled due to weather, starting position set via car owner points.  
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