
 

 
 

 

KEVIN HARVICK 
Big Race, Big Preparation  

 
KANNAPOLIS, North Carolina (March 3, 2020) – The FanSheild 500 will take place Sunday at Phoenix Raceway. It’s only the 
fourth race of the year and every driver wants to win to secure his spot in the NASCAR playoffs, which begin in September.  
 
But let’s be honest, every driver sees this Phoenix race as preparation for the Nov. 8 championship race which, for the first time ever, 
will have the final four drivers competing for the 2020 NASCAR Cup Series title on the mile oval in the Arizona desert.  
 
And no driver has been more successful at Phoenix than Kevin Harvick, driver of the No. 4 Jimmy John’s Freaky Fast Rewards Ford 
Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing (SHR).  
 
He has a series-high nine career Cup Series wins at Phoenix, including five with SHR, topping a list that shows Jimmie Johnson next-
best with four, Kyle Busch with three, and Davey Allison, Jeff Burton, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jeff Gordon, Carl Edwards, Mark Martin, 
Matt Kenseth, Ryan Newman and Denny Hamlin with two each.   
 
Harvick has won seven of the last 15 Cup Series races at Phoenix. He is the only driver to win four in a row as he won the November 
2013 race, swept the 2014 races and won in March 2015 before ending his streak with a runner-up finish in November 2015. Johnson 
is the only other driver with a three-race streak at Phoenix, when he won the November 2007 race and swept the 2008 races. Only five 
drivers have won consecutive Cup Series races at Phoenix and Harvick is the only driver to win consecutive races twice, having also 
swept both races in 2006.  
 
He’s scored a perfect 150.0 driver rating at Phoenix on three occasions. His first was in November 2006, when he started second, led 
252 of 312 laps and reached victory lane. His second was during his November 2014 win, when he started third and led 264 of 312 
laps. His third came during his March 2015 win, when he started first and led 224 of 312 laps. 
 
Harvick has finished outside the top-10 only once since March 2013 and has only three finishes of 11th or worse since April 2010.  
 
And in 2020, his season has started out strong as he has qualified and finished in the top-10 in all three races thus far. He is third in the 
driver points, just 12 behind leader Ryan Blaney.  
 
Harvick is hoping to get his 10th victory at Phoenix, clinch his playoff spot and, most importantly, be good at the mile oval as he goes 
for the biggest prize in all of NASCAR in eight months.  
 
KEVIN HARVICK, Driver of the No. 4 Jimmy John’s Freaky Fast Rewards Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing:  
 
The NASCAR Cup Series season finale is now Phoenix. What are your thoughts on holding that event at that venue? 

“Well, I think Phoenix will do a great job. I think that’s a championship city. They’ve held national championships, they’ve held 
Super Bowls, they’ve held the World Series. You name it, that city has hosted it. And really, moving that championship race around is 
the right thing to do, in my opinion. To me, it’s more about the event than it is the race. It’s more about exposing new fans, new 
sponsors and just exposing new people to it and teaching them about our sport and exposing them to our sport because of the fact that 
we’re holding the championship race. And sometimes that’s what it takes to get people who’ve never seen a NASCAR race to the 
racetrack just because it’s an intriguing event that you attached a championship to. And in the end, hopefully the race is good. But I 
don’t really think that should matter. I think it should be all about the anticipation and hype and the build-up to the race and the things 
that happen in that city that will carry over for that particular market for years to come.” 

How would you rate yourself at the new Phoenix? Your history there is exceptional, but it crosses over two different versions 
of the track. How do you feel you are with where that track is right now? 

“I felt like last year, with that particular rules package, we definitely weren’t as good as we had been in the past. I think with the 2018 
package, I think we were in the game. It’s been a great racetrack for us as we’ve gone through the years and a place that we go to 
expect a win. And I don’t see that any different, no matter what the rules package is, the expectations from our side are the same and 
that’s to go there and have a chance to win. And we didn’t do that last year, but the expectations didn’t change. 
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KEVIN HARVICK, Driver of the No. 4 Jimmy John’s Freaky Fast Rewards Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing (continued):  
 
What’s the most difficult thing about racing at Phoenix? 
 
“The hardest thing about racing at Phoenix is if you get behind. It’s really easy to do there because you don’t have a lot of time to 
make pit stops and you have very few chances to adjust on your car to make it race better. The strategy is always tough because track 
position is so important. If you get behind making a four-tire call and the rest of the field takes two tires, it takes you a long time to get 
back to where you need to be. No matter what position you are in, it’s going to take away points or a chance to win if you get behind.” 
 
Kevin Harvick Phoenix Performance Profile: 

Year Event Start Finish Status/Laps Laps Led Earnings 

2019 Bluegreen Vacations 500k 5 7 Running, 312/312 0 N/A 

 TicketGuardian 500k 8 9 Running, 312/312 0 N/A 

2018 TicketGuardian 500k 10 1 Running, 312/312 38 N/A 

 Can-Am 500k 1 5 Running, 312/312 73 N/A 

2017 Camping World 500k 23 6 Running, 314/314 0 N/A 

 Can-Am 500k 6 5 Running, 312/312 0 N/A 

2016 Good Sam 500k 18 1 Running, 313/313 139 N/A 

 Can-Am 500k 6 4 Running, 324/324 0 N/A 

2015 CampingWorld.com 500k 1 1 Running, 312/312 224 $268,090 

 Phoenix 500k 8 2 Running, 219/219 143 $230,380 

2014 The Profit on CNBC 500k 13 1 Running, 312/312 224 $260,048 

 Phoenix 500k 3 1 Running, 312/312 264 $253,498 

2013 ×Subway Fresh Fit 500k 7 13 Running, 316/316 0 $125,136 

 Advocare 500k 9 1 Running, 312/312 70 $258,186 

2012 Subway Fresh Fit 500k 8 2 Running,312/312 88 $222,836 

 ×Advocare 500k 19 1 Running, 319/319 15 $244,886 

2011 Subway Fresh Fit 500k 17 4 Running, 312/312 1 $163,996 

 Kobalt Tools 500k 27 19 Running, 311/312 0 $117,036 

2010 ×Subway Fresh Fit 600k 24 13 Running, 378/378 0 $119,876 

 Kobalt Tools 500k 29 6 Running, 312/312 0 $140,951 

2009 Subway Fresh Fit 500k 33 30 Running, 311/312 0 $107,653 

 Checker O’Reilly Auto Parts 500k 31 24 Running, 310/312 0 $108,928 

2008 Subway Fresh Fit 500k 17 19 Running, 311/312 0 $113,336 

 ×Checker O’Reilly Auto Parts 500k 19 7 Running, 313/313 0 $132,211 

2007 Subway Fresh Fit 500k 8 10 Running, 312/312 54 $126,261 

 Checker Auto Parts 500k 34 6 Running, 312/312 0 $136,386 

2006 Subway Fresh 500k 15 1 Running, 312/312 10 $228,486 

 Checker Auto Parts 500k 2 1 Running, 312/312 252 $216,825 

2005 Subway Fresh 500k 10 19 Running, 311/312 0 $109,011 

 Checker Auto Parts 500k 8 23 Running, 312/312 0 $110,286 

2004 ×Checker Auto Parts 500k 5 4 Running, 315/315 0 $134,938 

2003 Checker Auto Parts 500k 13 34 Running, 297/312 0 $86,603 

2002 Checker Auto Parts 500k 25 17 Running, 311/312 0 $88,653 

2001 Checker Auto Parts 500k 37 17 Running, 312/312 0 $88,277 
* Race cut short due to weather. × Race length extended due to green-white-checkered finish. † Qualifying canceled due to weather, starting position set via car owner points.  
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