
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ARIC ALMIROLA 
Back-to-Back Darlington Action  

 

KANNAPOLIS, North Carolina (May 18, 2020) – The No. 10 Smithfield / #GoodFoodChallenge Ford Mustang team for 

Stewart-Haas Racing (SHR) returned to live racing Sunday at Darlington (S.C.) Raceway, where driver Aric Almirola 

started fifth by a random draw and finished 12th to advance one position in the NASCAR Cup Series playoff standings. The 

team sits seventh with 151 points – 67 out of first place. SHR teammate Kevin Harvick dominated the race to earn his first 

win of the season.  

 

Almirola raced inside the top-five in the first stage and earned six stage points. He was forced to race his way back through 

the field after an uncontrolled tire penalty forced him to the rear of the field in the second stage. He gained four positions on 

the final restart and held the Smithfield/#GoodFoodChallenge Ford just outside the top-10 before the checkered flag waved. 

He was the second highest-finishing SHR driver.  

 

“Overall, it was a good day after earning some stage points and moving up in the 

standings, but we’ve got some rust to knock off,” Almirola said. “The Smithfield car 

was good until we lost track position and, when we finally had the opportunity to run 

back toward the top-10, it was toward the end of the race. We definitely learned a lot 

that we can take back on Wednesday. That’s the good thing. We know where our 

weakness is and now we just need to get buttoned up and run a clean race.”  

 

Without a single practice lap or qualifying, Almirola and crew chief Mike Bugarewicz 

were put to the test. Communication was key and patience led the team to progress in 

the point standings.   

 

“We have a few areas to fine-tune on our team,” Bugarewicz said. “We show potential every week to run top-10 and top-

five. We just need to clean up a few areas and we’ll be in good shape. Everything went smoothly on NASCAR’s and the 

team’s part. I feel like we made a huge first step in proceeding with our season.”  

 

Advancing one position in the standings wasn’t the only positive during the team’s return to racing. Almirola and Smithfield 

teamed up to bring meals to families in need through Smithfield’s #GoodFoodChallenge.  

 

From last Tuesday through May 21, Smithfield and Almirola are conducting the #GoodFoodChallenge. Smithfield launched 

the campaign amid the COVID-19 outbreak and has donated more than 40 million servings of protein to Feeding America – 

Now fans are asked to continue to help. The easiest way is via social media posts using the hashtag #GoodFoodChallenge, 

which automatically donates 10 meals to Feeding America through Smithfield. They can also visit 

www.SmithfieldGoodFoodChallenge.com if they’d like to donate monetarily.  

 

Fans and industry members have rallied around the cause with an abundance of social media posts during Sunday’s The 

Real Heroes 400. Almirola and the Smithfield/#GoodFoodChallenge Ford team look to continue that charitable momentum 

Wednesday night. 

 

Wednesday’s race will also again support The Real Heroes project by recognizing a front-line health care worker by 

replacing Almirola’s name above his driver-side door with that of Clayton Vaught, a supervisor of diagnostic radiology at 

Novant Health Presbyterian Medical Center. Vaught’s work ethic is said to be second to none. He is thought of as a 

tremendous leader and team player. He works at Novant Health and Stone institute, a urology group that takes care of 

kidney stones. Vaught is a die-hard NASCAR fan who, throughout the years, has hosted a group of more than 30 fans at the 

Charlotte (N.C.) Motor Speedway campgrounds and fires up the grill for everyone involved. Clayton is in the market for a 

new favorite NASCAR driver.   
 

– more – 

http://www.smithfieldgoodfoodchallenge.com/
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 “It’s people like Clayton who make all of this possible,” Almirola said. “Without our front-line health care workers, we 

wouldn’t be racing on Wednesday. Hopefully, I can win him over and gain a new fan.” 
 

ARIC ALMIROLA, Driver of the No. 10 Smithfield #GoodFoodChallengeFord Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing: 

 
How was it finally getting back to racing?  

 

“I’m proud of everybody. I’m proud of NASCAR for being the first sport to get things going again. It was kind of eerie to 

walk out to pit road and not see anyone in the grandstands, but it sure felt good to get back in the racecar and that thrill of 

competition was much needed. I hope everybody enjoyed it and I hope everybody started getting their fix on sports from 

watching us race. We’re one step closer to getting back to normal.” 

 

What would it mean to win at Darlington? 

 
 

“It is such a physically demanding track, it’s such a demanding track on the car, on the crew, on everybody. When you win 

at Darlington, you’ve done something. Darlington is just a really tough racetrack. It’s called ‘Too Tough to Tame’ and the 

‘Lady in Black’ for a reason. It such a challenging place. To go there and have success, to walk away with a trophy, is a 

bucket list kind of race that you want to win.”   

 

ARIC ALMIROLA’S DARLINGTON PERFORMANCE PROFILE 
Year Date Event Start Finish Status/Laps Laps Led Earnings 

2020 5/17 Real Heroes 400 5 12 Running, 293/293 0 N/A 

2019 9/1 Southern 500 30 17 Running, 366/367 0 N/A 

2018 9/1 Southern 500 12 14 Running, 367/367 0 N/A 

2017 9/3 Southern 500 15 20 Running, 365/367 0 N/A 

2016 9/4 †Southern 500 26 32 Accident, 346/367 0 N/A 

2015 9/6 Southern 500 11 11 Running, 367/367 0 $137,141 

2014 4/12 ×Southern 500 3 24 Running, 372/274 0 $127,641 

2013 5/11 Southern 500 18 20 Running, 366/367 0 $130,141 

2012 5/12 ×Southern 500 13 19 Running, 368/368 0 $124,416 

* Race cut short due to weather. × Race length extended due to green-white-checkered finish. 

= Qualifying canceled due to weather, starting position set via practice speed. ◊ Race length was extended due to overtime finish  
  

-TSC- 
 

Contact Dakota Hunter with True Speed Communication 

Dakota.Hunter@TrueSpeedCommunication.com  

www.TrueSpeedCommunication.com ● Online Media Kit available at: www.TrueSpeedMedia.com 
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