
 

 

 
 

Almirola Finishes 20th at Charlotte 
Smithfield Ford Driver Endures Handling Issues After Starting in the Rear  

 
Date:  May 28, 2020 

Event:  Alsco Uniforms 500k (Round 8 of 36)  

Series:  NASCAR Cup Series 

Location: Charlotte (N.C.) Motor Speedway (1.5-mile oval)  

Format:  208 laps, broken into three stages (55 laps/60 laps/93 laps)  

Start/Finish: 6th/20th (Running, completed 208 of 208 laps) 

Point Standing:  9th (225 points, 106 out of first) 
 
Race Winner: Chase Elliott of Hendrick Motorsports (Chevrolet) 

Stage 1 Winner: Joey Logano of Team Penske (Ford) 

Stage 2 Winner: Alex Bowman of Hendrick Motorsports (Chevrolet) 
 
 
Stage 1 Recap (Laps 1-55): 
 

●  Aric Almirola started sixth and finished 16th. 

●  The Smithfield Ford driver was forced to start in the rear due to unapproved adjustments before the green flag waved.  

●  Almirola raced to 26th before the competition caution on lap 20. He said his car was tight on exit. 

●  He pitted under caution for two tires, fuel and air pressure adjustments to come off pit road 18th.   

●  Inclement weather postponed the race on lap 30. When racing resumed, Almirola did not pit and restarted 16th.  

●  Almirola battled tight-handling conditions on the exit of the turns.  

●  At the end of the stage, he pitted for four tires, fuel, and wedge and air pressure adjustments. He came off pit road 14th. 
 
Stage 2 Recap (Laps 56-115): 
 

●  Almirola started 14th and finished 22nd. 

●  Almirola and the No. 18 made contact on lap 65. He held on to the No. 10 Ford and fell to 21st.  

●  After a caution was called on lap 74, Almirola pitted twice for four tires, fuel and adjustments, and to repair damage.  

●  He restarted 32nd and drove back into the top-25. Almirola said he was extremely loose in traffic and needed help passing.  

●  At the end of the stage, he pitted for four tires, fuel, and air pressure and chassis adjustments. He came off pit road 16th and gained 

six spots.  
 
Stage 3 Recap (Laps 116-208): 
 

●  Almirola started 16th and finished 20th. 

●  The No. 10 Smithfield driver continued to note loose-handling conditions in traffic from the No. 10 Smithfield Ford and fell to 18th.  

●  He pitted on lap 174 under caution for four tires, fuel an adjustments to restart 18th.  

●  Almirola endured handling issues and fell back to 24th.  

●  The No. 10 Smithfield Ford driver battled his way back to 20th before crossing the finish line.  
 
Notes: 

●  This was Almirola’s fourth straight top-20 finish at Charlotte’s oval. He finished 16th in last Sunday’s Coca-Cola 600. 

●  Chase Elliott won the Alsco Uniforms 500k to score his seventh career NASCAR Cup Series victory, his first of the season and his 

first at Charlotte’s oval. His margin of victory over second-place Denny Hamlin was 2.208 seconds. 

●  There were seven caution periods for a total of 37 laps. 

●  Only 22 of the 40 drivers in the Alsco Uniforms 500k finished on the lead lap. 

●  Harvick remains the championship leader after Charlotte with a 14-point advantage over second-place Joey Logano. 

 

Aric Almirola, driver of the No. 10 Smithfield Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing: 
 

“That was just an overall tough day for our Smithfield Ford team today. After starting in the rear we were able to get back to 16th by 

taking two tires and holding on, but our day went downhill from there. The car was just not where we wanted it to be and contact with 

the No. 18 put us back where we started. The pit crew did a great job today and gained us some spots, but unfortunately I just couldn’t 

pass in traffic with the way the car handled. I’m looking forward to Bristol in a few days to get back to a short track.”  
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Next Up:  
  

The next event on the NASCAR Cup Series schedule is the Supermarket Heroes 500 on Sunday, May 31 at Bristol (Tenn.) Motor 

Speedway. The race starts at 3:30 p.m. EDT with live coverage provided by FS1 and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio. 
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