
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

DANIEL SUÁREZ 
600 Miles of Remembrance – Red, White & Blue Edition 

 
MOORESVILLE, North Carolina (May 21, 2020) – Daniel Suárez’s No. 96 Today. Tomorrow. Toyota Camry for Gaunt Brothers 

Racing (GBR) gets a “Red, White & Blue” facelift as he and his teammates join their fellow NASCAR Cup Series competitors for the 

series’ annual 600 Miles of Remembrance during Sunday night’s 61st renewal of the iconic Coca-Cola 600. 

 
And the 28-year-old from Monterrey, Mexico, and his GBR brethren are proud to be honoring the memory of U.S. Army SPC Ronald 

David Rennison of Dubuque, Iowa, who was killed in action Feb. 25, 1991 along with 27 other individuals by a Scud missile strike in 

Dhahran in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia. Rennison’s name will appear on the windshield of Suarez’s No. 96 Today. Tomorrow. 

Toyota Camry (Red, White & Blue Edition) at Charlotte (N.C.) Motor Speedway as part of NASCAR’s remembrance of the men and 
women who gave their lives in active duty service defending our country. Fallen service members will be honored by featuring their 

names on the windshield of each NASCAR Cup Series car at Charlotte. 

 

There is a personal connection between SPC Rennison, who was 22 at the time of his death, and the GBR Toyota team. His younger 
brother Randy was a high school friend of GBR road crew mechanic Barry Boeckenstedt. Randy Rennison served in the U.S. Army and 

U.S. Marine Corps and was stationed in Korea at the time of his brother’s death. The Rennisons are part of a long line of family 

members who have served or are currently active military. Randy Rennison retired in 2015 and now serves as executive director of the 

Dubuque County Veterans Affairs office. 
 

It was a short time after SPC Rennison was called to active duty a second time – following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait – that he was 

killed in action. He and his 475th Quartermaster Unit had just arrived in Saudi Arabia the day before the missile attack. 

 
Suárez hopes to post his and GBR’s best finish to date in this, the team’s first full-time Cup Series season since it joined the NASCAR 

ranks a decade ago, while honoring the memory of SPC Rennison. In the series’ first racing events after the season was suspended for 

10 weeks due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Suárez and the No. 96 Today. Tomorrow. Toyota Camry posted finishes of 25 th Sunday and 

27th Wednesday night at Darlington (S.C.) Raceway. Those events introduced NASCAR’s new comprehensive health and safety plan 
that permits no fans, limited crew, strict social distancing, and mandated personal protective equipment and health screenings for all. 

The races also were run without prior practice or qualifying. Sunday night’s 600-miler at Charlotte will be the first and only event in the 

first batch of races since the hiatus that will be preceded by a qualifying session in the afternoon. 

 
Taking another step forward in the evolution of his one-car team with ultimately high expectations is the goal for Suárez as he prepares 

to tackle one of the most grueling races on the NASCAR calendar, all while showing his deepest respect for the men and women who 

have paid the ultimate price for freedom. 

 
DANIEL SUÁREZ, Driver of the No. 96 Today. Tomorrow. Toyota Camry for Gaunt Brothers Racing: 
 

Your thoughts about honoring SPC Ronald Rennison on your Toyota at the Charlotte races, and about what the 600 Miles of 

Remembrance initiative means to you? 

 
“My thought on that is that I have a lot of respect for people like Specialist Rennison who serve our country and protect us, and 

especially the ones who pay the ultimate price like he did. I’m very proud to be part of a sport that gives so much respect to the service 

members. Specialist Rennison is the brother of a high school friend of one of our road crew guys (Barry Boeckenstedt), which makes 

him part of the Gaunt Brothers Racing family, so to honor him this weekend gives our team a direct connection to our fallen hero. I’m 
very happy to be racing this weekend with such special meaning, and a very special red, white and blue Toyota paint scheme to honor 

America, and we’re looking forward to carrying the name of a special soldier, also.” 

 

What are you looking forward to when you get to Charlotte Motor Speedway for Sunday’s Coca-Cola 600? 
 

“I’m very happy that we are having it on its originally scheduled day. The other two races we’ve had so far were make-up races. I’m 

very happy that NASCAR is making all of this effort. I have a lot of respect for everything they’ve been doing and the way they’ve been 

easing us back into our season and actually helping to carry the trend of getting things back to normal. It’s very important to me that we 

are part of the world slowly getting back to normal, even though we are just a small part of the world as a racing series. The Coca-Cola 
600 will definitely have a different feel this year. The first two races have been very different. They feel more like practice than like a 

race as far as the atmosphere. But there is a definitely a lot on the line and we will go out there and do our jobs. This is the world we are 



in right now and we are one of the lucky sports to be able to be out there doing what we love to do. We need to keep doing it the same 

way we did the first two races and hope everyone stays healthy, and we’re hoping soon that many other sports are going to be able to get 
back to action.” 

 

How would you assess the team’s first two races back since the shutdown? 

 
“I actually felt good after the Darlington race Wednesday night. The car felt like it had more potential. It’s not a top-20 car, yet, but it 

was better than Sunday’s car that finished 25th. That’s what we’re looking for. That’s what I’m looking for. It doesn’t matter how much, 

just as long as we keep improving. That will bring us more and more speed, eventually. It’s been a step in the right direction. We’ve had 

some good, important meetings where we talked through all the things we’ve learned so far and where we need to go from here. I feel if 
we keep up the improvement, we’re going to end up getting better and better. Hopefully Charlotte is another step in the right direction 

and we keep improving.”  

 

The Coca-Cola 600 will be the first and only race where there is a qualifying session before the race among this first batch of 

races since returning from the shutdown. How important is qualifying for a race as long as the Coca-Cola 600, especially when 

the cars are impounded between qualifying and the race? 

 

“Personally, I like qualifying. I think it’s good. Obviously, we’re a non-chartered team, so we’re always at a disadvantage when there’s 
no qualifying and there are more than 40 cars (on the entry list). I’m not sure how many there will be for Sunday, yet, but I always like 

the chance for us to be able to go out and earn our own starting position.” 

 

The Coca-Cola 600 is such a long race. How do you prepare for it? 

 

“As a human being you try and perform at 100 percent the entire time but, when you’re running a marathon, you’re not going to be as 

strong in the last 30 minutes. That’s normal. Fatigue is setting in, your muscles are tired, you’re running out of fluid, and  you’re hungry. 

Racing is the same way, especially in the Coca-Cola 600. We start running out of energy and your mind gets tired after four hours of 
racing. But I look to this race as a marathon and you have to be on top of your game for the last part of this race. So I always try to keep 

that in my mind when I’m in the car. This isn’t a sprint, it’s a marathon.”  

 

What hurts the most after the Coca-Cola 600? 
 

“It’s a combination of things. Your neck is tired, your lower back is tired, legs are tired and you’re just fatigued. You definitely feel it 

the next morning after a 600-mile race. You feel like you worked out a lot the day before, and you did inside the car. Two and a half of 

these 600-mile races and I could be home in Monterrey, Mexico. It’s crazy to think of it that way.” 
 

DANIEL SUÁREZ’S CHARLOTTE PERFORMANCE PROFILE 
Year Date Event Start Finish Status/Laps Laps Led Earnings 

2019 9/29 Bank of America Roval 400 13 34 Running, 108/109 0 N/A 

 5/26 Coca-Cola 600 6 18 Running, 399/400 0 N/A 

2018 9/30 Bank of America Roval 400 17 21 Running, 109/109 0 N/A 

 
5/27 Coca-Cola 600 10 15 Running, 399/400 0 N/A 

2017 10/8 ×Bank of America 500 24 24 Running, 337/337 0 N/A 

 5/28 Coca-Cola 600 20 11 Running, 400/400 0 N/A 
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