
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ARIC ALMIROLA 
‘A Win Is Coming’ 

 

KANNAPOLIS, North Carolina (July 7, 2020) – Aric Almirola, driver of the No. 10 Vote for Bacon Ford Mustang for 

Stewart-Haas Racing (SHR), heads to Kentucky Speedway in Sparta as the NASCAR Cup Series driver with the highest 

average finish in the last five races at 3.8. He’s ahead of Denny Hamlin, who’s next best at 7.2, and SHR teammate 

Kevin Harvick, who’s third best at 8.0. 

 

Almirola is on a string of five consecutive top-five finishes – earned at Homestead-Miami Speedway, where he finished 

fifth, Talladega (Ala.) Superspeedway, where he finished third, and Pocono (Pa.) Raceway two weekends ago, where he 

finished third and fifth, respectively, in the series’ first modern-era doubleheader weekend, and last Sunday at 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway, where he finished third.  

 

This is Almirola’s best season to date and the first time in his career he has earned consecutive top-five finishes. His five 

top-fives are the most he’s had in any single season during his nine-year full-time Cup Series career. 

 

“We’re in a position now to where we can gamble a little bit and we can be a little more aggressive,” Almirola said. “We 

can be less conservative and not worry about points. Not that we’re going to throw caution to the wind, but we can 

certainly be more aggressive. A win is coming.” 

 

Not only is Almirola looking for a win to lock himself in the NASCAR playoffs, he’s also looking to win this weekend 

to lock himself in to the July 15 NASCAR All-Star Race at Bristol (Tenn.) Motor Speedway, or at least win the fan vote 

for an opportunity to race for $1 million. To aid the team’s endeavor to make the All-Star Race, Almirola’s longtime 

sponsor Smithfield Foods has given the fans an opportunity to “vote for bacon” in order to secure their driver’s 

eligibility. 

 

“A vote for me is a vote for bacon,” Almirola said. “I’m not one to promote myself and ask for popularity or votes, so 

fans can vote for bacon for a chance to earn free bacon for a year and we might make it into the All-Star Race. Smithfield 

is always giving back to our fan base, as we saw in Talladega when we gave away bacon for life. The real goal is to win 

this weekend in Kentucky and still give 10 fans free bacon. Now that’s a win-win.”  

 

To “vote for bacon” and help secure Almirola’s eligibility in the All-Star Race, visit www.voteforbacon.com for a 

chance to win Smithfield bacon for a year, a private meet-and-greet with Almirola, and free SHR merchandise.  

 

The No. 10 Ford driver sits ninth in the playoff standings for his career-best points position after 16 races. In his first two 

seasons at SHR in 2018 and 2019, Almirola was 10th in the standings after 16 races. It’s the best stretch of his career. The 

next comparable stretch was from October 2018 through March 2019, when he posted 11 top-10 finishes in 13 races, and 

his two finishes outside the top-10 were 11th at Martinsville and 32nd at Daytona. 

 

Almirola has career totals of two wins, two poles, 23 top-five finishes, 69 top-10s and 627 laps led in 332 starts. In 

addition to his recent string of top-fives, he has eight top-10s and has led 90 laps after 16 races this season. 

 

Almirola continues to provide fans with content from his documentary series Beyond the 10, where they can get VIP, 

behind-the-scenes access by subscribing to his YouTube channel. Episodes showcase never-before-seen footage of 

Almirola at the racetrack, on family trips, and “A Day in the Life” during the week, as well as all that goes into a 

NASCAR Cup Series driver’s season. Click here to subscribe on YouTube and watch the latest episode.  

 

While Almirola only has one top-10 finish at Kentucky, he proved last weekend at Indianapolis, where he had never 

earned a top-10, that past statistics don’t have an effect on the success the team has been able to achieve this year. 
– more – 

http://www.voteforbacon.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNOE-HO6bVjfCIXNTERhgcw
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ARIC ALMIROLA, Driver of the No. 10 Vote For Bacon Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing: 

 
Is this the first time in your career that you go to the track every race weekend expecting to compete for a win? 

 

“Yes, absolutely. For most of my career, I would show up at racetracks and just hope to have good runs. In the summer of 

2018, I felt like we had a chance to contend each weekend and several opportunities slipped away. I probably had four or 

five races that year that I could have won. In 2019, quite frankly we struggled. I couldn’t find any consistency running up 

front. I’m thoroughly impressed with this Smithfield team. Every weekend, we expect to have top-fives.” 

 

With Kentucky being a day race in the summertime, how much will the conditions affect drivers?  

 

“It’s going to be tough. It’s usually pretty hot already in the summertime. Kentucky, in the middle of the day, in the heat 

of the summer, is going to be challenging. The racetrack is going to be slower and slicker, but it will be fun. I love those 

conditions. The hotter the better, to be honest. A lot of my training pays off in those conditions. I don’t feel like I’m 

falling out of the seat. I feel fresh and ready to go, still, at the end of the race. I know some people dread racing in the 

middle of the day, but I don’t mind it.” 

 

How confident are you that you’ll get a win soon, and to keep this momentum going? 
 

“I keep telling the guys, if we consistently keep running in the top-five like this and continue to contend, we’re going to 

keep putting ourselves in position to win races and we’re going to capitalize on it. I’m looking forward to this next round 

of races. I’ve got top-fives at tracks that I would consider my worst racetracks, statistically. Now we’re going to some of 

the tracks that are probably my best, statistically.” 
 

ARIC ALMIROLA’S KENTUCKY PERFORMANCE PROFILE 
Year Date Event Start Finish Status/Laps Laps Led Earnings 

2019 7/13 Kentucky 400 2 14 Running, 269/269 0 N/A 

2018 7/14 Kentucky 400 12 8 Running, 267/267 0 N/A 

2016 7/9 †Kentucky 400 26 20 Running, 266/267 0 N/A 

2015 7/11 Kentucky 400 12 12 Running, 267/267 0 $123,951 

2014 6/28 Kentucky 400 22 39 Accident, 175/267 0 $106,616 

2013 6/30 Kentucky 400 18 15 Running, 267/267 0 $122,521 

2012 6/30 Kentucky 400 13 26 Running, 266/267 0 $113,721 
* Race cut short due to weather. 

 × Race length extended due to green-white-checkered finish. 

= Qualifying canceled due to weather, starting position set via practice speed.  

◊ Race length was extended due to overtime finish  
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Contact Dakota Hunter with True Speed Communication 

Dakota.Hunter@TrueSpeedCommunication.com  

www.TrueSpeedCommunication.com ● Online Media Kit available at: www.TrueSpeedMedia.com 
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