
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ARIC ALMIROLA 
The Dover Double   

 

KANNAPOLIS, North Carolina (Aug. 18, 2020) – Aric Almirola, driver of the No. 10 Smithfield Hometown Original 

Heroes Ford for Stewart-Haas Racing (SHR) in the NASCAR Cup Series, will race in his third doubleheader weekend of 

the year Saturday and Sunday at Dover (Del.) International Speedway.  

 
Although the statistics might not suggest it, Almirola and the No. 10 Smithfield Ford Mustang team have come oh so 

close to hoisting the trophy at Dover in the Cup Series. In the fall 2018 race there, Almirola started 11th and gradually 

made his way into the lead by the final stage. He led a total of 64 laps, but contact with the wall while racing 

aggressively in the closing laps ruined his victory bid and left him with a 13th-place finish. It was the first laps led on 

the concrete mile oval for the now-36-year-old and, although the finish wasn’t what he wanted, he completed one of 

his best races at a track 1 mile in length or shorter, leaving him with confidence heading into this weekend’s races.  

 

“We had a shot to win that race,” Almirola said. “Every time I go back there, I 

think about how we have the capabilities to run up front and win, which is the 

mindset we want every weekend. We have run better this year than we ever 

have, so there’s no reason we can’t run up front all weekend.”  

 

Almirola has four NASCAR Xfinity Series starts at Dover and finished inside the 

top-15 each time. He has two starts there in the NASCAR Gander RV & 

Outdoors Truck Series and captured his second NASCAR national series win by 

driving into victory lane there in May 2010. His only other Dover start in the 

Truck Series resulted in a 12th-place finish.  

 

Almirola has earned 10 top-10 finishes in the last 12 races with five of those being top-fives. The No. 10 Smithfield Ford 

driver sits eighth in the driver standings for his career-best points position after 23 races.  

 

Almirola has career totals of two wins, two poles, 23 top-five finishes, 75 top-10s and 801 laps led in 338 starts. He has 

led a total of 264 laps this year at eight different venues.  

 

Almirola and his longtime partner Smithfield Foods have collaborated to honor frontline hometown heroes by 

showcasing a special paint scheme on the No. 10 Ford this weekend. Smithfield looks to honor those who are putting 

their own health and safety at risk in a selfless act to protect and nourish others around them. The Smithfield 

“Hometown Original Heroes” program provides the opportunity for fans to share the stories of their own 

“Hometown Hero.” Be it a nurse, doctor, food worker, public servant or anyone who is on the frontlines each and 

every day, Smithfield and Almirola want to hear their stories and give. 

 

To nominate a hometown hero, visit www.SmithfieldHometownHeroes.com and submit a one-minute video nominating 

the “Hometown Hero.” Ten heroes will be chosen to have their stories told and will have their names riding onboard the 

No. 10 Smithfield Ford Mustang at a race during the NASCAR playoffs this fall. The heroes will also receive a VIP race 

day experience and full-year supply of Smithfield “Hometown Original” bacon. 

 

Almirola’s performance in previous doubleheader weekends gives him optimism for another solid weekend. He earned 

back-to-back top-fives at Pocono (Pa.) Raceway in June with finishes of third and fifth, and he earned a sixth-place 

finish in the Sunday race two weekends ago at Michigan International Speedway in Brooklyn.  

 

 
– more – 

http://www.smithfieldhometownheroes.com/
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“I really enjoy doubleheader weekends,” Almirola said. “I believe my physical training certainly helps when it’s hot and 

you lose upwards of seven pounds in the car before racing the next day. I’m ready to take on the Monster Mile twice this 

weekend. I’m up for the challenge.” 

 

ARIC ALMIROLA, Driver of the No. 10 Smithfield Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing: 
 

 

What do you like about Dover?  
 

“I love going to Dover because it’s one of those places you go 170 mph but you feel like you’re going 300 mph. We 

found speed there last year and we’ve raced there with the new package once and built some notes. I’m really looking 

forward to getting back there knowing we can compete for a win.” 

 

How do you train for doubleheader weekends like Dover?  

 

“A lot of heat training and cycling. I like to get used to the heat and do a lot of endurance training to get myself prepared 

for these weekends. Hydration is key, though.”  

 

ARIC ALMIROLA’S DOVER PERFORMANCE PROFILE: 
 

Year Date Event Start Finish Status/Laps Laps Led Earnings 

2019  5/6 Gander RV 400 7 16 Running, 400/400 0 N/A 

 10/6 Drydene 400 7 17 Running, 400/400 0 N/A 

2018 5/6 AAA 400 13 11 Running, 400/400 0 N/A 

 8/7 Gander Outdoors 400 11 13 Running, 400/400 64 N/A  

2017 10/1 Apache Warrior 400 14 25 Running, 396/400 0 N/A 

2016 5/15 AAA 400 15 31 Accident, 354/400 0 N/A 

 10/2 †Citizen Soldier 400 27 16 Running, 398/400 0 N/A 

2015 5/31 ×FedEx 400 23 5 Running, 405/405 0 $162,666 

 10/4 †AAA 400 18 5 Running, 400/400 0 $155,336 

2014 6/1 FedEx 400 25 12 Running, 400/400 0 $140,496 

 9/28 AAA 400 21 28 Running, 397/400 0 $118,001 

2013 6/2 †FedEx 400 33 18 Running, 399/400 0 $134,566 

 9/29 AAA 400 5 22 Running, 397/400 0 $118,446 

2012 6/3 FedEx 400 12 6 Running, 400/400 0 $148,426 

 9/30 AAA 400 21 19 Running, 397/400 0 $114,296 

* Race cut short due to weather. 

 × Race length extended due to green-white-checkered finish. 

= Qualifying canceled due to weather, starting position set via practice speed.  

◊ Race length was extended due to overtime finish  
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Contact Dakota Hunter with True Speed Communication 

Dakota.Hunter@TrueSpeedCommunication.com  
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